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Nashville's Fugitive Safe Sur-
render Program proved to
be an overwhelming suc-
cess. A total of 56| persons
peacefully and voluntarily
surrendered themselves at
Galilee Baptist Church be-

tween August |st- 4th.

Saturday saw the highest
daily total of the four days,
as 237 individuals walked
into the church to address
the outstanding charges

against them.

“The logistics of turning
Galilee Church into a fully
functioning booking room
and courthouse was a phe-
nomenal undertaking,” Chief
Ronal Serpas said. “This
program could not have
succeeded without the
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Fugitive Safe Surrender Program A Success

strong mutual trust and
respect between law en-
forcement and Nashville’s

clergy.”

Fugitive Safe Surrender began
to take shape in Nashville,
Tennessee, in February
2007, when Denny W. King,
United States Marshal for
the Middle District of Ten-
nessee, met with Metro
Nashville Police Chief Ronal
Serpas, Bishop George
Price, and Pastor Michael
Joyner. The partners agreed
almost immediately that
Nashville would become a
Fugitive Safe Surrender city.
Although the United States
Marshals Service has con-
ducted four successful FSS
operations, no city has built
a program so quickly.

Pastor William R. Harris of
the Galilee Missionary Bap-
tist Church at 2021 Herman
Street in Nashville enthusi-
astically agreed to serve as
the faith-based leader and

host of Nashville's Fugitive
Safe Surrender.

With the diligent efforts of
Reverend Joyner, over 100
volunteers from diverse
churches and backgrounds
were recruited to serve their
community during this four-
day surrender period. Bishop
Price of the Interdenomina-
tional Ministers Fellowship
drew in broad support from
ministers across Davidson
County. Every church hearing
of the program committed its
enthusiastic support to Ten-
nessee’s first Fugitive Safe

Surrender.

Chief Serpas and United
States Marshal Denny King,
thanked the Interdenomina-
tional Ministers Fellowship, a
full partner in the Safe Sur-
render effort, which arranged
for more than 100 smiling
volunteers to help staff the
program. Most of the volun-
teers worked each of the

four daYS. Continued page 2

On July 19, Governor
Bredesen signed into law
SB-1967, the “Crooks with
Guns” bill, during a bill sign-
ing ceremony at the state

Capitol. The bill was designed
to create two new criminal
offenses related to employing
a firearm during the commis-
sion of a felony and revises
certain restrictions on hand-
gun possession. Under this
law, these new offenses are
punishable by mandatory sen-
tences of 3 to 10 years.
During the ceremony, the
governor was surrounded by

Governor Signs “Crooks With Gun” Bill

MNPD Chief Serpas and
other members of law en-
forcement, and other key
stakeholders who were in-
strumental in getting the law
passed. The governor
thanked those who had been
strong advocates for this leg-
islation and praised them for
their efforts to protect Ten-

nesseans from violence.
Continued page 2
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IscHoov’s oPeN,
| Please Drive CAREFULLY!

South Precinct
Tel Numbers
Main Office number*  862-7744

Community Coordinator *

880-3182
Fax number 880-3047
Information Desk* 880-3171

County Clerk's Office (M-F 9a-5p)
862-6050
Investigations Unit *  862-7763

* - weekdays 8a-4p



















