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On May 12th, 2009, 5:00 pm, there will be a celebration at the East Precinct. 
Everyone is invited to participate and to attend. Details will follow in the upcoming 
weeks. 
 
Last week, East Precinct officers:  
 
·  Answered 1,851 calls for service.  
·  Arrested 390 people by physical arrest or citation.  
·  Conducted 837 traffic stops.  
·  Warned 619 motorists, 74% of total traffic stops. 
·  Cited 217 for traffic violations; 26% of total traffic stops. 
·  Arrested 72 motorists; 8.6% of total stops.  
·  Officers issued 5 parking citations last week.  
·  There were 24 traffic accidents in the precinct last week. 
 
Recent Developments & Significant Events:  
 
Narcotics Investigations/ Knock N’ Talks:  
 
·  East Precinct detectives charged 16 persons as the result of investigations on 12th Avenue 

North, Jones Avenue, Myrtle Street, and Ramsey Street. Seized were 4.9 grams of cocaine, 
four grams of marijuana, one Valium pill, and $985.00. 

 
Other Stuff:  
 
·  A review of stolen vehicle reports in Nashville from Sunday, April 12, through Saturday, April 

18, shows that 37.5 % of the automobiles taken (6 of 16) were easy targets because the keys 
were left inside or made available to thieves. The police department’s continuing PARK 
SMART campaign strongly urges citizens to lock their automobile doors, secure any 
valuables and REMOVE THE KEYS. 

 
·  Officers also urge citizens to SHOP SMART by not leaving purses or other valuables 

unattended in shopping carts, even for a very short time. An unattended purse is an easy 
target for a thief. 

 
·  On 4-22-09, shortly after 4:00 pm, Officer Knawa and FTO Kent drove by 706 Myrtle Street in 

an attempt to locate Allen "Allenhead" Shull. He’s an ex-con and had three outstanding 
aggravated assault warrants in relation to an incident where he shot at numerous individuals 
the day before at 101 North 9th Street. He’s also a person of interest in a homicide 
investigation. The officers spotted a group of seven young M/B’s in an alley behind the 
location. The officers circled around, and intercepted them as they tried to cross the street. 
Mr. Shull was among them and was taken into custody. Officer Knawa, Officer Herndon, and 
FTO Kent completed Field Interviews on the rest of them and a total of five of the seven have 
criminal records. No drugs or weapons were found on the others, but Mr. Shull did have a 
small bag of marijuana. So, if you get asked by the police what you’re doing, it’s because of 
all of the criminals just hanging around the highways and byways. 
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Robberies  
 
·  On Monday, April 20th, there was a robbery on Hart Street. The victim is a driver for Goody 

Wagons, which is an ice cream vendor. As he was pulling onto the parking lot, he was 
approached by a man who pointed at gun at him and told him to give him his money. The 
victim gave the suspect $100.00. The suspect fled on foot, but before he did, he pointed his 
gun at a nearby witness and threatened him. Suspect was M/B in his 20's, armed with a 
handgun. The suspect was last seen on foot towards Lemuel Street. 

 
·  Then, a man walked into the Cricket store on Main Street and showed a silver handgun. He 

told the clerk to "lay it down." The clerk ran to the back of the store and the suspect fled the 
store to a white, four-door sedan. The suspect was M/B in early 20's. We have prints on this 
one. 

 
·  On Neill Avenue, a white SUV backed into a parking space behind the Marina Manor 

Apartments. The victim parked next to the white SUV. Two suspects jumped out of the SUV 
and pulled the victim out of his car. The suspects stole $200, a cell phone, and the victim's 
ID. Each suspect had a gun. Officer Shane Fairbanks conducted a Terry Stop on one of the 
suspects. Officer Felix Clark took the victim to the location of Officer Fairbanks' stop in order 
to conduct a show-up. The victim positively identified the suspect stopped by Officer 
Fairbanks as one of the robbers. A “Terry stop” is a brief investigatory stop. A “show-up” is 
having the victim get a look at the guy in your patrol car to see if we’ve got the right guy. 

 
·  On Monday, the 20th, there was robbery at 514 Joseph Avenue. The victim stated that he was 

outside his apartment in the parking lot. Two men approached him and pointed handguns at 
him. The victim stated that as he was running he heard one gun shot. The suspects caught 
the victim and assaulted him. The victim stated that he was struck in the head with a gun by 
one of the suspects. The suspects then took the victims cell phone, $100.00, and then bolted. 
The victim’s girlfriend believes this may be retaliation for her taking out warrants on her ex-
boyfriend. 

 
·  On Tuesday, the 21st, there was a robbery at 316 Edwin Street. The victim stated that several 

M/B’s approached him as he was pulling into his driveway. The victim stated that their faces 
were covered with orange and blue bandanas. The suspects took the victims shoes, keys, 
and wallet. The victim stated that all four suspects had handguns. The suspects fled in a 
large SUV.   

 
·  There was a robbery near the “Family Wash” on Greenwood Avenue. The victim was walking 

outside of the Family Wash, going to his vehicle. He stated that a subject came up behind 
and put a rifle in his back. He stated the rifle was possibly an AK-47. The suspect took the 
victims wallet, his I Phone, and a passport. The suspect then fled down Porter Road. Air 1, 
(helicopter), responded to the area and K-9 attempted to run a track, but the suspect was not 
located.   

�
·  At South 11th and Sevier, a cab driver stated that he picked up a fare. The rider pulled out a 

knife and attempted to cut the victim. The victim shielded himself from the knife attack, but 
suffered a cut to the arm. The suspect then grabbed the victim around his neck and 
demanded his money. The victim gave the suspect $376.00. The suspect then took the credit 
card�machine and pulled the microphone out of the radio. The victim was then able to get out 
of the taxi and flee from the suspect.  

 
·  On Wednesday, the 22nd, a sixty-four-year-old woman was in town visiting her brother on 

Edwin Street. She pulled into the driveway at this location. As she exited the vehicle, she was 
approached by three M/B’s. One of the suspects approached with a bat or a stick and 
knocked her to the ground. The suspect began hitting the victim in the head until she let go of 
the purse. The suspects then took the victims purse and belongings and then fled west on 
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Edwin Avenue. The victim suffered cuts to the head and was transported to Skyline where 
she received stitches and staples to treat her injuries.  

�
·  On Fulton Street, a man was walking home when he was approached by four M/B’s. One 

suspect had dreadlocks, a yellow bandana and a shotgun. This suspect hit the victim with the 
shotgun and took the victims wallet and cell phone. The victim stated that the other three 
males were armed with handguns and were wearing dark blue and black bandanas.  

 
·  On Shelby Avenue two women arrived at this residence at about the same time. One of the 

victims noticed someone running up behind her, but she thought she knew who it was. She 
then realized that she did not know who it was. A M/B with a jacket pulled up over his mouth 
was standing behind her. There were other accomplices in a waiting vehicle. The suspect 
then demanded both victims’ purses and pointed a gun at them. The victims complied and 
gave up the purses. The suspects then fled and got into a dark blue or black SUV. One 
suspect had a shotgun and two had handguns. The description was four M/B’s. 

 
·  On Thursday, April 23rd, shortly after mid-night, there was a carjacking at Mansfield and 

McFerrin Avenues. The victim was exiting her parked vehicle, a silver sedan, when she was 
approached by 3 M/B’s, who demanded her car keys. Two of the suspects left in her vehicle 
while the other suspect left in a white car parked nearby. They had black bandanas over their 
faces.  

 
·  Then, five people were driving near 712 Main Street when they encountered a white Chevy 

Monte Carlo and a silver sedan that followed them and attempted to flag them over. The 
citizens pulled into the Mapco on 712 Main Street, where the suspects pulled in front and 
behind the victims. Upon stopping, at least two M/B's exited the vehicles and produced 
handguns. The victims attempted to drive away. The suspects shot into the car, striking one 
victim in the right arm. The suspects then rammed the victims’ car, but the victims were able 
to flee to the East Precinct where they contacted police. The suspects are 2-4 M/B's with blue 
bandanas and a black hoodie.  

�
·  Then, back on Mansfield and McFerrin, four more citizens were driving when two vehicles 

stopped in front of them. A M/B exited one of the vehicles and produced a handgun. They 
attempted to drive away and the suspect fired into the car, striking two of the occupants – one 
in the hand and one in the thigh. As the victims continued to flee onto Main Street, one of the 
vehicles followed them, rammed their car at one point and firing shots at the vehicle. The 
victims were able to drive to 500 Main Street, where they contacted police. The suspect 
description was multiple M/B's, one with dark hoodie, baggie pants. The suspect vehicles 
were later found abandoned in an alley on Richardson Street near North 2nd. The vehicles 
were a Chevy Monte Carlo and silver Nissan. Further investigation revealed that the white 
Chevy Monte Carlo was stolen earlier in the evening from 524 South 10th Street and the other 
vehicle was the Nissan that was carjacked earlier.   

 
·  On Saturday, April 25, officers responded to a shooting call at Cellular Accessories Plus 

Store at 1108 Gallatin Pike. Detective Myatt was one of the first officers to arrive at the 
scene. Upon arrival, he saw a man in a back bathroom of this business. The victim was shot 
once in the upper thigh / groin area and had a large amount of U. S currency rolled up in his 
hand. The victim stated that he was seated inside the business, when two M/B’s came into 
the business and held a revolver up and said ”where’s the money.” The victim also stated he 
attempted to run out a back door and was chased by both suspects. He stated he attempted 
to grab the suspect’s pistol while in the back of the business and was shot. The victim stated 
the two suspects went back to the front, opened the register and ran out to a white car. 
Another person at the scene stated that the suspects walked into the store and acted like 
normal customers doing some shopping. The second guy stated that the shooting victim 
jumped up and ran to the back of the store and one of the suspects said “dude’s gotta’ gun.” 
The witness stated that the suspect then pulled out and pistol and chased the victim to the 
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back of the business. The witness stated that he ran out the front door and went next door to 
call for help. The witness stated that he thinks he has seen the suspects before and could 
pick the suspects out of a photo line-up. However, both gave different stories of how the 
incident happened. 

 
·  Then, at Porter Road and Cahal Avenue, a man advised that he was walking from 1500 

Porter Road when he was jumped by four M/B’s and robbed of $120.00 and his cell. The 
victim returned to his home to call the police. The victim had numerous cuts and bruises to 
his face.  

 
·  On Sunday, the 26th, there was a home invasion robbery at 606 South 7th Street at around 

lunchtime. Three M/B’s knocked on the victim's door. When the victim opened the door the 
suspects forced their way in the house. The suspects beat the victim and took $320.00 in 
cash. One of the suspects was armed with a gun. Victim was transported to Skyline Hospital 
with several lacerations to his head.  

 
·  East Precinct detectives during the night arrested two persons for their involvement in 

a series of street robberies in the lower East Nash ville area during the past week. 
Danzel Richardson, 16, of 1204 Meridian Street, was  arrested at his home and is 
currently confined at juvenile detention on charges  of carjacking, unlawful gun 
possession, and drug possession.  Additional charge s will be placed against 
Richardson early next week. Joshua Allen Gooch, 18,  of 1200 Stockell Street, was 
apprehended at Shelby Avenue and 10 th Street.  He has admitted his involvement in a 
number of crimes and is presently charged with four  counts of aggravated robbery, 
two counts of attempted especially aggravated robbe ry, and one count of auto theft.  
Gooch is being held in the Metro Jail in lieu of $4 20,000 bail. A third individual, Richard 
Michael Wilson, 19, who is last known to have lived  on Highland Villa Lane in South 
Nashville, is being sought for questioning in conne ction with the robberies. “Contrary 
to earlier speculation, these crimes had nothing to  do with any type of gang initiation,” 
East Precinct Commander Bob Nash said.  “It appears  to have been a situation where 
several young men got together and decided to go on  a crime spree. Actually, Gooch 
and Richardson had not been in serious trouble befo re. The East Precinct’s detectives, 
Flex officers and patrol officers, along with feder al ATF agents, have been working 
diligently to identify and apprehend these individu als for the past few days,” Nash 
said. “I am proud of their efforts, which are conti nuing in regard to Wilson and any 
others who may be identified.” Anyone seeing Wilson  or knowing his whereabouts is 
asked to contact East Precinct Investigations at 86 2-7525. 

 
 
Street Safety Tips:  
·  Watch for danger signs. If something feels wrong, it probably is. Use your senses: Visual, 

Auditory, Intuitive & Situational. Forget political correctness. People do not have a right to not 
be insulted. If something seems suspicious call 862.8600 and report it. The MPD has the 
obligation to separate the wheat from the tares. 

·  A person within 20 feet of you can pose a threat, Try to keep an at least casual watch on the 
comings and goings within 20 feet of you. 

·  Nighttime is the right time for violence.  
·  Party in moderation or less than moderation. Alcohol does not make you bulletproof. 
·  Do not engage in high-risk activities.  
·  There’s safety in numbers. 
·  Call MPD instead of braving the gauntlet. We do security escorts. 
·  Be aware of your surroundings. 
·  Watch for loiterers.  
·  Give a wide berth to darkness & hiding places: shrubs, alleys, fences, breezeways, 

doorways, dumpsters, etc. 
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·  Choose flight over fight. 
·  Do not draw unnecessary attention to yourself. 
·  Walk confidently & with a purpose. 
·  Make eye contact & look for eye contact. If you’re being tracked – you’re being targeted. 
·  Carry & display a cell phone. 
·  Do not carry a purse if it’s not needed. 
·  Do not display large sums of cash. 
·  Minimize your bling & unnecessary items. 
·  Women: separate driver’s license, credit cards & major currency denominations. 
·  Men: carry a 2nd wallet of small bills & worthless cards. 
·  Use ATM’s inside businesses.  
·  Vary your routine, professionally & socially. 
·  Vary bank deposit times and locations.  
·  Do not open your wallet or purse for anybody. 
·  Do not stick around to find out if dude needs a light, needs directions, or anything else.  
·  Do not let strangers invade your personal space – politely keep your distance and remember 

that people do not have the right to not be insulted. 
·  Choose flight over fight. 
·  Do not resist a robbery, car-jacking, or a seemingly desperate assailant. 
·  Do not force a bluff about weapons. 
·  Give it away if there’s a dangerous weapon involved. Remember, it’s just stuff. 
·  Don’t make sudden moves - unless you have determined that you have nothing to lose. 
·  Guard your head. 
·  Do not chase suspects. 
·  Pre-plan to park under a light or in a well-lit area. 
·  Try not to park next to vans or panel trucks. 
·  Scan your surroundings as you approach your car. 
·  Carry your keys in your hand upon approach. 
·  Prepare to activate your car alarm. 
·  Make rapid ingress/egress transitions. 
·  Upon entry, immediately lock the doors. 
·  Keep your windows rolled up when stationary. 
·  Consider exercise. Health increases your survival rate. 
·  Wear decent shoes, if possible. 
 
Call 862.8600 for suspicious activity.  
 

 
dan.ogren@nashville.gov 
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